Amphetamine Prescribing
SIR,-Scarcely a day passes without news of another drug haul from a chemist's shop. Thousands of tablets are stolen, and the majority are probably amphetamines.
A glance at the Proprietary Drug Lists will show there are at least twenty-two preparations containing amphetamine alone or in combination with other drugs. Many are virtually identical and some preparations appear both as central nervous system stimulants and sedatives and tranquillizers. The chemist is obliged to keep a fairly large stock in order to meet all requirements. It is not necessary to reiterate the undesirability of these drugs being self-administered nor the consequent dangers of addiction, of toxic effects, and of antisocial behaviour, and yet the illegal use of amphetamines is increasing and constitutes a serious problem, and the stocks available in the chemists are one important source of supply.
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